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Sir/Madam,

1. I have the honour to inform you that, at it Forty-Third Meeting (Paris, 12 to 15 June 2007),

the North Atlantic Systems Planning Group (NAT SPG) examined a humber of safety concerns raised by its
contributory bodies. One step in addressing these concerns was the formulation of NAT SPG Conclusion
43/20, which is reproduced below for your reference:

NAT SPG Conclusion 43/20 - Publication of NAT safety related material

That:

a) all NAT Member States publish the agreed text in their aeronautical information
documentations as soon as possible;

b) the Regional Director of the ICAO EUR/NAT Office circulate the agreed text to all
States and international organisations concerned; and

c) the agreed text be published on the ICAO NAT PCO Website.

2. The EUR/NAT Office of ICAO has published the agreed text in the NAT Safety Alert on the
ICAO NAT PCO website (accessible via the NAT SPG & Subgroups link on http://www.paris.icao.int/ .
You are kindly requested to confirm publication of the agreed text in your aeronautical information
documentation at your earliest convenience and to ensure the widest possible distribution of this information
and guidance amongst NAT aircraft operators. For your ease of reference, a copy of NAT Safety Alert is
attached to this letter.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Digitally signed by

Karsten THEIL
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Karsten Theil
ICAO Regional Director
Europe and North Atlantic
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NAT SAFETY ALERT

The ICAO North Atlantic Systems Planning Group (NAT SPG), at its forty-third meeting in Paris from 12-
15 June 2007, noted a list of safety-related issues affecting the operations in the NAT Region. The Member
States want to alert airspace users to the following issues:

Strategic Lateral Offset Procedures (SLOP)

SLOP was created to reduce the risk of collision. SLOP involves the selection of offsets to the right of the
cleared track and it is to be used as a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) in the NAT Region. Random
distribution of aircraft on and to the right of the centre line is key to compensating for the extremely accurate
navigation capabilities of modern aircraft. This accuracy creates a situation where aircraft can be at
immediate risk of collision if there is an unintended loss of vertical separation between flights following the
same or reciprocal tracks.

By allowing pilots to randomly select to fly either 1 or 2 nautical miles (nm) right of the centre line, SLOP
also incorporates wake turbulence avoidance procedures.

Although some NAT aircraft operators have successfully implemented this procedure as a SOP, there is still
relatively little uptake on the part of the majority of NAT aircraft operators. Since the aircraft without
automatic offset capability must fly the centre line, those that are capable are strongly encouraged to fly an
offset of one or two nm right of the centre line.

In practical terms:

1. if your aircraft can be programmed to fly an offset, fly a one nm or a two nm offset to the right
of the centre line

2. being random is key to the procedure - follow your company’s SLOP SOPs or find ways to
choose different offsets for each flight

3. always fly your offset to the right of the centre line

4. you should fly an offset from the oceanic entry point to the oceanic exit point

5. youdon’t need an ATC clearance for an offset

6. you don’t need to report that you are flying an offset if you are in the NAT Region

7. if your offset causes wake turbulence problems for a following aircraft, choose a different SLOP
option (0, 1 or 2 nm to the right of the centre line) from the one you are currently applying

Further information regarding the use of SLOP in the NAT Region is available on the NAT Programme
Coordination Office (NAT PCO) Website at www.nat-pco.org.

Report Leaving, Report Reaching
The early discovery of altitude deviations is extremely important to the overall safety of NAT operations.
Recently, it has been discovered that pilots frequently defer the required reports of leaving and reaching

flight levels until the next routine communication. This has led to instances where aircraft have flown at the
incorrect flight level for long durations. This is not acceptable from a system safety standpoint. While the
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actual number of vertical errors in the NAT Region is relatively small, the fact that some of these errors
continue undetected (and therefore uncorrected) for long durations, has resulted in an unacceptable situation.

In practical terms:

1. report leaving a flight level as soon as you begin your climb or descent
2. similarly, report reaching a flight level as soon as you are level
3. in RVSM airspace, provide the reports even if ATC has not specifically requested them

Adherence to Oceanic Clearance
As a key part of ensuring the overall safety in the NAT Region, pilots are reminded of the importance of
strict adherence to the oceanic clearance. The NAT oceanic clearance provides separation from all known
aircraft from the oceanic entry point to the oceanic exit point. This separation can only be assured if all
aircraft enter oceanic airspace in accordance with their oceanic clearance.
Although it may be desirable to defer climb or descent to the cleared oceanic flight level, delaying the
request to domestic ATC for a clearance may result in entering oceanic airspace at an incorrect flight level.
This has an extremely negative impact on the overall safety situation.
In practical terms:

1. flights must enter oceanic airspace level at the cleared oceanic flight level

2. flights must enter oceanic airspace at the cleared oceanic entry point

3. flights must maintain the assigned true Mach number

4. if a pilot cannot comply with any part of the oceanic clearance, ATC must be informed
immediately

5. pilots must ensure that their aircraft performance enables them to maintain the cleared oceanic
flight level for the entire oceanic crossing

6. if a pilot discovers that the aircraft is not able to reach or remain at a cleared flight level, ATC
must be informed immediately

Further information regarding recommended practices in the NAT Region can be found in the NAT MNPS

Airspace Operations Manual and the “On the Right Track” presentations, available on the ICAO NAT PCO
Website at www.nat-pco.org .
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