EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

As part of the National Airspace System Operational Evolution Plan (OEP), the FAA is planning to implement Domestic Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum (DRVSM) on 20 Jan 2005 in the 48 contiguous states of the United States, the District of Columbia, Alaska, the portion of the Gulf of Mexico where the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) provides air traffic services, the San Juan Flight Information Region (FIR) and the airspace between Florida and the San Juan FIR.  Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum (RVSM) will also be implemented in the adjoining airspace of Southern Canada and Mexico to coincide with the implementation of DRVSM.  Full DRVSM implementation, FL 290 – FL 410, adds six additional altitudes to the current vertical separation minimum system.     

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the FAA and DoD was signed in Dec 2001.  The purpose of this MOU was to establish policy, assign responsibilities and provide a FAA/DoD framework for the efficient use of DRVSM airspace while meeting the requirements for operational and cooperative training missions of national security.  Accordingly, the FAA will accommodate non-compliant U.S. military aircraft operations within RVSM airspace, considering the national security and defense responsibilities given to military authorities.  “Accommodation” is defined as allowing military aircraft to flight plan and fly within exclusionary DRVSM airspace without regard to equipage, to the extent practicable based upon existing traffic and safety.  

Air Traffic Control (ATC) facilities, Base Operations and various military flying units should review existing letters of agreement, standard operating procedures and MOUs with their adjacent FAA ATC facilities for DRVSM impact and amend as appropriate prior to initial implementation.  Where non-RVSM aircraft regularly conduct operations above FL290, the unit, local ATC and ARTCC facilities will develop procedures to cover those flight operations.  Military flights may file flight plans and depart without a conditional approval.  Clearance into RVSM airspace will be based on existing traffic and safety considerations.  (Note:  Factors such as weather, traffic saturation and controller workload may affect these considerations and may not always lead to flight as exactly filed.  In those cases where aircrews cannot accept any changes to flight plans advance coordination will be necessary to ensure conditional approval and accommodation.)   Individual non-RVSM or formation flights requiring access to RVSM airspace involving one or multiple ARTCCs and/or flights that require special handling or will be fuel critical to reach final destination should coordinate for assistance and conditional approval.  Requests for assistance and conditional approval should be accomplished prior to the operator filing a flight plan and must be submitted 60 – 240 minutes in advance.  Coordination may also occur after the flight plan is filed or while airborne.  Specific procedures for coordination and conditional approval are currently being developed and will be published as an FAA Notice.  Further information will be forthcoming and published in DoD FLIP GP and AP/1.     
Ultimate success in transition to the DRVSM environment will rely on the continuous engagement of senior flying unit personnel with their FAA service providers, both in the terminal and enroute environments.

